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9th May 2016 

Dear Friends, 

Sunday 31st July 2016 will be my last day in New Malden as I go with two friends to found 
an Oratory-in-Formation at the Church of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus, in Bournemouth, 
by invitation of the Bishop of Portsmouth. 

Leaving St Joseph’s is a great sadness, especially on recalling joy and kindness here, the 
support and encouragement of so many, and much good that we have accomplished together 
in almost 18 years.  Thank you for your patience and forbearance, your generosity and 
kindness, and your responsiveness to many initiatives and developments, not least in our 
spiritual lives and evangelization, and all that has been done for the glory of God. 

This development of my own spiritual and pastoral life should come as no surprise to those 
who heard the homily on the recent Vocations Sunday, when I presented St Philip Neri 
as the inspiration and model of the vocation of Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman, 
the Seminarians of the English College in Rome, and countless others - laity, Religious 
and Priests - in St Philip’s own time, and throughout the past 500 years. 

During the past two years many experiences, my prayer, spiritual direction, sage advice and 
various ‘God-incidences’ have led me to explore a growing call to live in community with 
other priests and brothers, and particularly within the Congregation of the Oratory as a son 
of St Philip Neri, who had such influence on my life that (at the age of 19) I took his name 
on becoming an Anglican Benedictine.  Community, stability, and conversatio morum 
(conversion of life) have been formative for me, and more and more priests are increasingly 
convinced that the mutual support, stability and family life of the Oratory are a stronger 
basis for priestly service of the people of God. 

One of St Philip Neri’s maxims is: “Love to be unknown” - echoed in my abiding concept 
of the Priesthood, that “The Priest is he who draws aside the veil between God and the 
people of God, and hides himself in its folds”.  My prayer is that I have, in some measure, 
done this for God - and for you.  Please pray for us, as I continue to pray for all of you. 

Fr Peter 
Father Peter Edwards 

Parish Priest of New Malden & Dean of Kingston 

PS. The Archbishop’s appointment of the new Parish Priest has to be made simultaneously  
 in this Parish and in the place which he is leaving, and so will be announced shortly. 
Fr Joseph Luzindana will be here from Uganda during August, as in recent years. 
Meanwhile a lunch-time Farewell is being arranged on my penultimate Sunday, 24th July. 

http://www.catholicnewmalden.org


Rome in the 1530s was a city struggling to 
recover after the sack of 1527, a place of 
poverty - material, moral and spiritual. 
In particular, the clergy were at a low ebb, 
often living and behaving disreputably.  By 
the end of the century, all this had changed, 
largely through the work of St Philip Neri. 

Philip was born in Florence in 1515, but 
came to be known as the ‘Apostle of Rome’. 
Turning his back on a career in business with 
his uncle in Monte Cassino, he arrived in 
Rome in 1535, a city where he had no 
prospects and knew nobody.  So how did he 
come to wield the influence he ultimately did?  

He started his life in Rome teaching the two 
sons of a Florentine compatriot, in return for 
a room and food, and a place to study.  This 
allowed him the time and freedom for his 
intense life of prayer to grow.  He used to 
spend many hours, even whole nights praying, 
sometimes in church porches, or in the 
catacombs of San Sebastiano outside the city. 

It was here, on Pentecost Sunday in 1544, 
that Philip experienced his own Pentecost.   
As he reluctantly confided many years later, it 
appeared to him that a globe of fire descended 
from heaven and penetrated his heart, so that 
for the rest of his life he felt it palpitating, 
throbbing with divine Love.  An examination 
after his death confirmed his heart to be 
abnormally enlarged, so much so that it had 
forced two ribs apart to make space for it. 

Philip's prayer bore practical as well as 
spiritual fruit. “When shall we begin to do 
good?”, he used to say, and, over the years 
he gathered together a group of people who, 
after meeting Philip, did indeed want to do 
something worthwhile.  A particular area 
where help was badly needed was in the grim 
hospitals of Rome, where patients were 
dependent on volunteers for basic nursing, 
cleaning and food.

In the Jubilee year of 1550, many poor pilgrims 
made their way to Rome, and Philip and his lay 
companions made it their business to care for 
their needs too.  That year, Philip was persuaded 
- somewhat reluctantly - to be ordained a priest, 
which duly happened on 23rd May 1551. 
After this, he found a home at the church of 
San Girolamo della Carita, where he and his 
companions used to meet informally for prayer, 
discussion, music, and recreation together, 
before going off to minister to the needy.  Soon, 
large crowds were coming to these gatherings, 
so Philip devised a pattern for them:  four talks, 
some music, and vocal prayers.  So was born 
what we would recognise today as the Oratory. 

Philip's success aroused jealousy so that he and 
the Oratory were subjected to more than their 
fair share of suspicions and difficulties, but 
throughout it all he remained faithful to his own 
advice, non dubitare, ‘don't worry’, confident 
that God, who had begun the good work in him, 
would bring it to completion.  His trust paid off: 
a rather dilapidated church, Santa Maria in 
Vallicella, was given to the Oratory by the Pope, 
and was rebuilt on a grand scale: even today, it 
is still known as the Chiesa Nuova, the New 
Church.  Some of Philip's companions had been 
ordained to assist him in his ministry, and 
together they were organised into the 
Congregation of the Oratory in 1575. 

St Philip died on 25th May 1595. By that time, 
he had become the friend and confessor of 
countless people, including Popes and Cardinals 
(and had himself refused a Cardinal's hat). He 
used, even in old age, to spend many hours in 
the confessional, bringing pardon and peace to 
all who came to him.  Above all, the attractive 
character of the ‘Saint of Joy’ brought people 
flocking to him, and through him to a renewed 
vigour in faith. His aim was simple: to change 
Rome for the better, to draw everyone he could 
closer to Christ, to allow others to share in 
something of that joy which he himself 
experienced.

THE LIFE OF SAINT PHILIP NERI  (1515 - 1595)

Further reading:     Vita Communis: the Common Life of the Clergy, Jerome Bertram, Gracewing;
St Philip Neri, a Portrait, Louis Bouyer, Gracewing;      Philip Neri, the Fire of Joy,  Paul Turks, Continuum  



The Secular (or Little) Oratory 
St Philip founded a lay organisation, with not 
much more intention than that.  He involved 
lay-people in sermons, music, liturgical 
celebrations, recreation, pilgrimages, devotions, 
conferences, and so on, and so brought many 
thousands to God in pleasant ways.  This is the 
Oratory which the clerical members serve, 
following the same sort of pattern that St Philip 
established in 16th century Rome. 

The Oratory in England  
Blessed John Henry Cardinal Newman founded 
the Oratory in England in 1848 at Birmingham.  
The London house started soon after, and 
quickly gained independence.  For almost 150 
years, these were the only two Oratories in 
England.  However, Newman had always 
wanted to establish a house in Oxford; at the 
time, though, his ideas came to nothing.  In 
1990, the Archbishop of Birmingham asked the 
Birmingham Oratory if it could spare some of 
its members to take over the running of the 
Church of St Aloysius in Oxford.  Two priests 
arrived in September 1990, soon to be joined by 
a student for the priesthood.  Numbers increased 
sufficiently that in 1993, the Oxford Oratory 
was established as an independent Congregation 
in its own right. 

Manchester has an Oratory-in-Formation and, 
a couple of years ago the Bishop of 
Middlesborough invited the Oxford Oratory to 
take on the central York parish of St Wilfrid 
where a new Oratory-in-Formation is now 
thriving with young vocations, attracted by the 
family life of a community of priests and 
brothers with daily times of prayer (Oratory) 
together, supporting each other in a variety of 
ministries, inspired by St Philip, the joyful saint. 

With acknowledgement to the English Oratories for these articles. 

See also a selection of Oratory websites: 
birminghamoratory.org.uk 
oxfordoratory.org.uk        stwilfridsyork.org.uk 
stthomasapostledc.org           brisbane-oratory.org  

The Idea of the Oratory 
The Congregation of the Oratory is a group of 
priests living in community without vows. 
The Oratorian vocation is an unusual one in the 
Church, where most priests are either diocesan 
priests, or religious priests, who normally live 
in community, and are bound by vows. 

An Oratorian lives in his own community, and 
cannot be moved around from one house to 
another, so unless he leaves the Oratory (which 
he is always free to do - although his intention 
is to remain in the one house until death), 
or makes a new foundation, he will spend his 
entire life as a priest living in the same place. 

The Oratory was founded by St Philip Neri in 
Rome in the sixteenth century.  He sent many of 
his followers to join religious orders, but never 
himself felt called to one.  Instead, he founded 
an institute where the bond between members is 
not a formal canonical vow, but a bond of 
charity.  The ideal of St Philip, after which the 
members of the Oratory strive, is one of 
community life and priestly service lived in a 
spirit of prayer, and where obedience is offered 
out of fraternal love, and not any external 
compulsion or vow. 

The Oratorian vocation allows for a degree of 
flexibility in pastoral work, provided that it is 
not incompatible with the demands of the duties 
of the Congregation.  Internationally, Oratorians 
are involved in ministries as diverse as school, 
hospital, prison and university chaplaincies, 
seminary teaching, and work in Rome, as well 
as the more traditional parish ministries. 

Each Oratory is a Society of Apostolic Life  
which, after its formation period (minimum of 3 
years) is established directly by the Roman 
Pontiff as autonomous and fully independent.  
Since 1944, there has also been a loose 
Confederation of Oratories, whose main 
purposes are to provide a central point of 
contact for Oratorians with the Holy See, and 
the oversight of new houses seeking to become 
independent Oratorian Congregations. 

THE CONGREGATION OF THE ORATORY OF SAINT PHILIP NERI

The Idea of the Oratory, Raleigh Addington, Burns & Oates;      Newman: His Life and Legacy, Ian Ker, CTS   

http://www.birminghamoratory.org.uk/
http://www.bromptonoratory.com/
http://birminghamoratory.org.uk
http://oxfordoratory.org.uk
http://stwilfridsyork.org.uk
http://stthomasapostledc.org
http://brisbane-oratory.org
http://web.tiscali.it/chiesanuova/
http://www.oratoriosanfilippo.org/
http://www.birminghamoratory.org.uk/
http://www.bromptonoratory.com/
http://birminghamoratory.org.uk
http://oxfordoratory.org.uk
http://stwilfridsyork.org.uk
http://stthomasapostledc.org
http://brisbane-oratory.org
http://web.tiscali.it/chiesanuova/
http://www.oratoriosanfilippo.org/


Press Release from the Diocese of Portsmouth, Monday 9th May 2016

A NEW ORATORY-IN-FORMATION  is being inaugurated at Sacred Heart Church in Bournemouth on 
8th September 2016.  Bishop Philip Egan of Portsmouth has invited Fr Dominic Jacob CO (co-founder of 
the Oxford Oratory) and Fr Peter Edwards and Fr David Hutton, generously released by the Archbishop 
of Southwark for this project in his Province, to begin an Oratorian Community of St Philip Neri as part of 
a major evangelization drive.

Fr Peter, Fr Dominic and Fr David will begin their ministry on the feast of Our Lady’s Birthday, at the 
church which is situated in the heart of Bournemouth, surrounded by university accommodation, many 
language school students, diverse ethnic communities, and homelessness, beside long-standing residents, 
the hospitality industry, business and commerce.

In accordance with the charism of their Patron, St Philip Neri, the Oratory in formation will be devoted to 
offering sacramental support through daily Mass and Confessions, Eucharistic Adoration and formation 
in the spiritual life, alongside pastoral care of students, the growing number of homeless, others in need, 
all who make up the local population, and the thousands who pass the doors of Sacred Heart each day.

Following the announcement, Bishop Philip Egan of Portsmouth said: “The Diocese has areas of real 
deprivation and poverty.  There are immigrants and foreign nationals from Eastern Europe and overseas, 
as well as university and college students away from home.  This is a pastoral situation that is urgent.
It impels action.

We need to engage with those who have not yet met the Lord Jesus in Person nor taken to heart the 
salvation and eternal life He offers.  More than ever we need today to be confident and clear in witnessing 
to the Person of Jesus Christ and the truths of the Catholic faith, in order to help people find the Way to 
authentic humanism and happiness.  This is why I am delighted by the new project beginning at Sacred 
Heart parish.”

St Philip Neri, Apostle of Rome and Saint of Joy, continues to inspire secular priests today to form 
communities, without vows, living together in the bond of charity, with the Oratorian charism of prayer, 
preaching and celebration of the Sacraments, not least in the Confessional.

St Philip’s primary apostolate of forming young people in the life of prayer and pastoral care, particularly 
for the sick and needy, also attracts many by excellence in liturgy and music, through catechesis, and in 
the New Evangelization through culture and the arts.

This latest Community of St Philip Neri is a Society of Apostolic Life under the direction of the
Oratorian Confederation’s Procurator General in Rome for whom the Oxford Oratory and York
Oratory-in-Formation have been the formative inspiration.                ~  END OF PRESS RELEASE  ~
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CHANGE OF ADDRESS

Father Peter G Edwards

is moving on Sunday 31st July 2016 (for the month of August) to

The Oratory,  25 Woodstock Road,  Oxford  OX2 6HA

and then on Monday 5th September 2016 to

The Oratory House,  1 Albert Road,  Bournemouth  BH1 1BZ

where the telephone number is:  01202 551013  /  01202 411140

His e-mail remains:  frpeter1@icloud.com

Please pray for us as we start this 
exciting but daunting venture.

While re-adapting the house to 
community living (built by the 
Jesuits, but occupied for many years 
by a series of priests on their own), 
the top floor is derelict and needs a 
complete makeover before we can 
invite potential vocations.  If you 
could contribute to this and related 
developments please make cheques 
payable to:  “Sacred Heart 
Bournemouth Oratory”
and (depending on the date)
send to me at New Malden,
Oxford or Bournemouth.

mailto:frpeter1@icloud.com
mailto:frpeter1@icloud.com

