
THE SEASON OF LENT begins on ASH WEDNESDAY,
a Day of Fasting & Abstinence (ie. no meat and only one 
main meal).  The Blessing and Giving of Ashes takes place 
at  all  Masses  this  Wednesday at  7am,  10am and 8pm.  
Let’s all begin as we mean to go on by being at Mass on 
the  first  day  of  Lent  this  Wednesday  to  Re-Dedicate 
ourselves, and offer our Lenten Promises to God at Mass.

THIS SUNDAY IS THE DAY OF PRAYER FOR THE UNEMPLOYED:  Today’s Second 
Collection is for Poor Parishes (formerly known as the ‘Needs of the Diocese’).

THE SEASON OF LENT AT SAINT JOSEPH’S
During Lent there are no flowers, no incidental music, no Gloria, no Alleluia - until Easter.

Next week’s Bulletin - on the First Sunday of Lent - will display full details of everything 
that’s happening here, to help everyone keep this sacred Season with devotion; 

proposals for prayer, fasting and alms-giving, during this Parish Year of Re-Dedication.
These notes are just a brief taster for the first few days of Lent:

WEEKDAY MASS:  Every Parishioner aims to commit to our communal Lenten Promise 
of at least one weekday Mass (either 7am or 10am) each week in the 6 weeks of Lent, as a 
sign of solidarity, and an aid to our devotion - especially in our Year of Re-Dedication.

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  every Friday during Lent at 10.30am (after 10am Mass), 
and at 8pm, alternating with the Friday Faith Films (see below).  Journey with Jesus in Lent.

A DAY WITH MARY   is this coming Saturday, 21st February, 9.30am - 4.30pm.
Take a blue flier and come for this day of devotion.  Journey with Mary during Lent.

PREAMBLES TO FAITH:   2 Mondays  -  23rd February and 2nd March at 7.45pm.
Two talks on the importance of reason and philosophy in The New Evangelization,
Hosted at St Joseph’s in cooperation with the Diocesan Centre for Catholic Formation.
See poster in the Narthex.   A practical, pastoral and thought-provoking focus during Lent.

FAITH FILMS:  Sundays 1st & 15th, and Fridays 6th & 20th, March - as an aspect of the New 
Evangelization, in our Year of Re-Dedication - these DVD film evenings will deepen our 
understanding and commitment to the Faith, and enable us to better proclaim it to others.

LENTEN CHARITY FAYRE  is Saturday 28 February and Sunday 1 March.
Please bring items in good saleable condition (NOT clothes or electrical goods) and leave 
them in the coloured boxes at the usual drop-off point in the Pastoral Centre corridor.
Details of this year’s two Lenten Charities will appear in next Sunday’s Bulletin.
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

MASS INTENTIONS THIS WEEK   Sun. (Sat) 6pm Sr Ethel Hudson RIP,  9.30 Rita De 
Sa’s Wellbeing, 11.30 Rita O’Sullivan,  5.30 Pro Populo;   Mon. 7. Ann & Tarun Ghosh,    
10. Rose Creedon RIP;  Tue. 10. Gloria Wheeler’s Wellbeing;  Wed.  7. Anne Bateman RIP, 
10. Bratt Family, 8pm Kathleen Whalen;  Thur. 7. Chris Walsh RIP,  10. The Burbridge 
Family;  Fri.  7.  Peace in  the Middle  East,  10.  John Wright  RIP;   Sat.  10.  Tina’s  Good 
Health;   Next  Sun.  (Sat)  6pm Agostina de Jesus Pinto RIP,   9.30  Mrs Ann Quickley,      
11.30 Robert Sprigge RIP,  5.30 Pro Populo
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

SHRINE LAMPS this week:   Our Lady: Lauren’s health & Wellbeing,
Sacred Heart: Peter Barnard RIP,   St Joseph:Marco Saiz RIP, 
St Therese / St John Fisher: Agnes Siminska’s Intention, St Pius X:  Marlena & Joasia,
St Thomas More / St Anthony:  Diana Guillen &  Teresa Baumgarten.

�������	������	��
���	���	
Kingston Road New Malden
www.st joseph-newmalden.org.uk

The Wisdom of St Thomas Aquinas

This Friday (28th January) we keep the feast of St
Thomas Aquinas. As a young novice, this saint was
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one of the cleverest men in history.

His greatest work (though he wrote many) was the Summa Theologica
, a sort of compendium of Catholic philosophy and theology which
��!��%� � &� ���� �!$� -����  �$%.� , though it is in fact one of the
masterpieces of Christian thought!

Towards the beginning of his great work, Thomas gives his famous
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assistance of Divine Revelation, can come to know the existence of
God. The five ways are these:

1. Movement. In the world we see motion , but motion implies a
�!(�$�� � �� '�&���&��+� �� -��$%&� �!(�$.�� &��� $��%! � �!$� ���� �!&�! � ,
and this we call God.

2. Cause. Things in the world are produced by their causes , but these
in turn were produced by their causes, and so on. Ultimately there
�'%&����� �-' ��'%�����'%�.�!$�-��$%&�	�'%�.�, and this we call God.
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, they come into existence, decay and ultimately pass away.
Our whole world, in fact, is contingent. But contingent things demand
as their ultimate explanation a non-contingent, necessary being ,
and this we call God.

4. Perfection. Looking round the world we see that some things
are more perfect than others. But this implies there must be
something which is most perfect, against which everything else is
judged , and this we call God.

5. Order. The universe we see around us is ordered , were it not,
no sort of life could exist. But order implies a Mind, which brings about
the order , and this we call God.

In an age which often opposes faith and reason, St Thomas reminds us
that human learning can and should be in harmony with Divine
Wisdom. The world around us is a gift from God , and the better we
understand it, the nearer to Him we grow.

Sunday Bulletin for
24th January 2010

���������	��extra events
TODAY ~ Sunday ~ 24th January

1600 Baptism Rehearsal (February)
1730 Confirmation Enrolment
1830 Youth Club Yrs 8 / 9
Monday 25th
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Baptist Church

1945 Around the World in 18 Musicals
Tuesday 26th

2000 Mothers Prayers - Lady Chapel
Wednesday 27th

1400 Faith in the Family - CC School
1930 Forum Christi - PC1
1930 Marriage Preparation I
Thursday 28th

2000 RCIA / Evangelium - PC3
Friday 29th

1930 Confirmation I - Icebreaker
Saturday 30th

1000 
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Recollection / Renewal

Next Sunday ~ 31st January

Collection for Catholic Education Service
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Tel. 020 8942 2602 E-mail: st joseph.newmalden@btinternet.com Fax 020 8949 2702

2nd collection in Aid of

Haiti earthquake victims

The Holy Father is urging the world
to continue to help Haiti after the
recent devastating earthquake.
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this particularly delicate period in
the life of the nation, the
international community offers
concrete gestures and support to
"�!"���� � ����.��
In response to this appeal, we will
have a second collection this
weekend 23 / 24 January.

SUNDAY MASS TIMES
(Sat.) 6.00pm Vigil Mass           

9.30am Mass                     
11.30am   Solemn Mass                
5.30pm Mass                    

WEEKDAY MASSES
Monday 16th            7 & 10am Mass
Feria:   6th Week (Readings Year 1)

Shrove Tuesday 17th      10am Mass
Feria

ASH WEDNESDAY,  18th Feb.      
          7 & 10am, 8pm Mass               

Thursday 19th          7 & 10am Mass
Lenten Feria

Friday 20th       7 & 10am Mass        
Lenten Feria

Saturday 21st        10am Mass          
Lenten Feria 
                                 
OTHER SERVICES
Lauds: 9.30am Monday-Saturday   
Rosary:  Monday- Saturday
after the 10am Mass (except Thurs)
Eucharistic Adoration:  Thursdays
from 10am Mass, all day, until 9pm;          
and 1st Saturdays 10.30 - 11.30am.

CONFESSIONS
  The Light is On for You!
Thursdays  6.30 - 7.30pm,
Saturdays  10.30 - 11.30 & 5.15 - 5.45

READINGS AT MASS
Sundays Year B;  Weekdays cycle 1
     Today:  Leviticus 13:1-2,45-46; 
1 Cor 10:31 - 11:1; Mark 1:40-45
M.  Genesis 4:1-15,25;  Mark 8:11-13
T.    Gen 6:5-8; 7:1-5,10; Mark 8:14-21
W. * Joel 2:12-18; 2 Cor 5:20 - 6:2;
       Matthew 6:1-6,16-18 (Ash Wed)
Th. Deut 30:15-20;  Luke 9:22-25  
F.    Isaiah 58:1-9;  Matthew 9:14-15
S.   Isaiah 58:9-14;  Luke 5:27-32
Next Sunday: Genesis 9:8-15;
1 Peter 3:18-22;  Mark 1:12-15 
First Sunday of Lent (B).
*  Proper Readings on Feast days etc.

ROTAS     Team 3 today;
Team 4 next Sunday, 22nd February.

COLLECTIONS  last weekend:
Gift Aid Standing Orders      £ 1,280
+Gift Aid weekly envelopes £    752
+Cash  £1,078 = Parish total   £ 3,110
The Medaille Trust    £    267       
Crib Offerings           £338.48               

St Joseph’s Presbytery / Parish Office       1 Montem Road      New Malden     Surrey     KT3 3QW                           
PASTORAL TEAM:     Fr Peter Edwards (Parish Priest),      Deacon John-Simon Lawson,      Mr Peter Morrell (Pastoral Assistant)

                frpeter1@icloud.com  (NB. new)              revjohnsimonnm@gmail.com            pastoralassistantmailbox@gmail.com                        

Parish Secretary:  Mrs Agnes Vella,     Parish Treasurer:  Mr David Roberts,     Director of Music:  Dr Matthew Ward   
 

THE PARISH OFFICE  is open, Monday - Friday, 9.30am - 12.30pm.      catholicnewmalden@icloud.com

St Joseph’s Catholic Church, New Malden
Sunday 15th February 2015         www.catholicnewmalden.org           Sunday Readings Year B       
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time          Telephone:  020 8942 2602                     Divine Office Week 2         
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Pastoral Letter for the Sunday before Ash Wednesday  -  15th February 2015 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The recent and on-going crisis of the Ebola virus in Africa, the scourge of Aids, and to a lesser extent the fear of bird flu 
a few years ago, perhaps can give us some insight into the plight of the person with leprosy, mentioned in today’s 
readings from the Book of Leviticus and in the Gospel of Mark. In Old Testament times leprosy inspired fear and dread, 
and those suffering from it who were isolated and cut off from their communities. Perhaps that’s why, over the 
centuries, leprosy was used as a metaphor for sin. Pope Francis uses a different image which he calls spiritual 
destitution”. “If we think we don’t need God who reaches out to us through Christ, because we believe we can make it on our own, 
we are headed for a fall.” And that way of putting it perhaps reminds us of the ‘fall’ of Adam and Eve which disrupted the 
harmonious relationship between God and humankind. It was then that God took the initiative, because only God 
could restore that relationship, because God alone can truly save us and free us from sin. And that he did when in due 
time, he sent his only-begotten Son, to become one like us in everything but sin. He came to heal a broken and fragile 
humanity, and that he continues to do through the gift of the Holy Spirit and the sacraments of the Church.

Those readings and metaphors are a fruitful basis for our thinking and reflection as we approach the Season of 
Lent, which begins next Wednesday. We cannot transform and change our lives for the better without God’s help, and if 
we think we can, then we are deluding ourselves. And we also need good friends to accompany us on our journey of 
faith, and to encourage us to seek God’s help. We are all in some way or other subject to incapacity, whether through sin 
and selfishness, or simply human weakness and fragility. If our lives are to be transformed and renewed, then we need 
the grace of the Holy Spirit, and the support and encouragement of each other.

Lent offers us once again an opportunity to reflect upon the very heart of Christian life: God loves you and me 
with a steadfast and unconditional love, and he asks us to love him and our neighbour in return. Lent is a favourable 
time to renew our journey of faith, both as individuals and as a community, with the help of the word of God and the 
sacraments, and especially during this season with the Sacrament of Reconciliation. It is a journey marked by prayer, 
fasting and alms-giving; three of the principal ways that help us grow in our love for God and for our brothers and 
sisters, especially the poor and the isolated.

This special time is given to us by the Church to help us in preparing to celebrate the Paschal Mystery of the 
passion, death and resurrection of Christ - the great feast of Easter - in just over six weeks’ time. During this time the 
Church exhorts us to get to know God better, and to get to know ourselves better too! He wants us to “incarnate”, to 
embody,  that  love  and  compassion  in  our  relationships  with  one  another  and  to  express  it  in  a  practical  way, 
particularly to those who are in any kind of need. He commands us to use generously the gifts and talents we have 
received from the Holy Spirit for the building up of the community of his Church;  to help build that communion of 
love, compassion and mercy, which reflects the very life of the Trinity.

My experience over the years is that in order to do as the Lord asks of me, my heart must be united with his 
heart; I must come to know him more deeply, and abide with him day by day with ever greater commitment. Lent is 
that “favourable time” for me to ask myself some searching questions about where I stand with God, and how I am 
responding to the commission He has given to all of us who are baptised. I cannot do that fruitfully unless I become 
more attentive to the word of God in the scriptures and through spending time each day in prayer. I cannot, from my 
own resources, produce the fruit that will last, unless I allow the living Word of God to nurture my faith and trust in 
Him who loves me unconditionally with a steadfast love; He who looks on me in my weakness with great mercy and 
compassion. That living word of God is life-giving. It not only informs my mind and heart, so that I come to know him 
better, but also transforms my life so that I can indeed become “the light of the world”, “the salt of the earth.” I know 
too that I will never be perfect in this life, but I am often comforted by the words of Blessed Teresa of Calcutta: “God 
doesn’t ask us to be successful -  he asks us to be faithful.”

“Behold I stand at the door and knock.” This Lent, I shall be asking myself the question, “Am I open to hear that 
knock at the door of my heart each day, and am I going to open that door and welcome him in, whatever the cost to 
myself?” If I’m realistic, I know I have so little to give him, yet in my heart of hearts, I also know and believe that the 
little I have, he can, and will, multiply in abundance.

With an assurance of my prayers and blessing for you all this Lent,

                                   Archbishop of Southwark


